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ב"ה

Chitas for Friday, Parshas Vayeitzei
Erev Shabbos Kodesh
Yud-Alef Kislev, 5784

For the safety and security of the Yidden in Eretz Yisrael 
and the success of the soldiers fighting for its protection

  לעילוי נשמת ר׳ יוסף בנימין בן ר׳ מנשה קאלטמאנן

~ by Rabbi Aryeh & Esther Kaltmann ~

מוקדש לחיזוק ההתקשרות לכ״ק אדמו״ר זי״ע נשיא דורנו ~ ע״י ברוך בן רחל ומשפחתו
 ולעילוי נשמת אמו מרת רחל בת ר׳ שניאור זלמן יששכר געצל הלוי ע״ה 

בקשר עם יום היארצייט הראשון שלה ר״ח כסלו

Chitas for the month of Kislev is made possible in part
לעילוי נשמת הרה״ח הרה״ת הר׳ משה פינחס בן הר׳ אברהם מרדכי הכהן כ״ץ • הרה״ח הרה״ת הר׳ מרדכי בן הר׳ פינחס מענטליק ולזכות רפואה שלימה וקרובה לזאב יחזקאל הכהן בן מינדל

Chitas for the month of Kislev is made possible in part
לעילוי נשמת הרב שמואל ע״ה בן יבלט״א יעקב ישראל שליט״א

לזכות לוי יצחק בן חנה לחיזוק ההתקשרות
ולזכות תלמידיו

Chitas for the month of Kislev is made possible in part
by the Sachs Family

May they have tremendous hatzlacha in all they do!

Chitas for the month of Kislev is made possible in part
by an anonymous sponsor 

Dedicated for the safety of our brothers and sisters in Eretz Yisroel!

Mazel Tov Chana Bruchstat (Crown Heights)
~ 11th birthday Yud-Alef Kislev ~

Shnas Bracha Vehatzlacha!

Mazel Tov General Schneur Edelman (Crown Heights)
~ 10th birthday Yud-Alef Kislev ~

Shnas Bracha Vehatzlacha!

CHUMASH :: Parshas Vayeitzei - Shishi with Rashi

Yaakov leaves Charan with his family. When Lavan finds out, he chases them and catches up with 
them. He is angry that they didn’t say that they are leaving, and that someone took his idols.

Since it was time to go, Yaakov started to travel back towards Eretz Yisroel, to his father Yitzchak. He took all 
of the animals and money that he had earned.

Lavan had gone off to shear his sheep (cut their hair), so he wasn’t home. Rochel took her father’s idols away, 
hoping he would stop serving Avodah Zarah. Yaakov didn’t tell Lavan he was going, and ran away with all of his 
family and his things.

Yaakov wanted it to be very clear why he left Eretz Yisroel to get married: In order to have children who would 
do Hashem’s job in this world! So he put his children in front, even though it is usually more respectful to let 
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the parents go first.

Three days later, Lavan found out that Yaakov had run away. So he took his family and chased after him, 
catching up with him at Har Gilad. Hashem appeared to Lavan in a dream and told him not even to try to be 
nice to Yaakov, since Yaakov doesn’t trust him anymore.

Lavan was very upset at Yaakov: “You tricked me and ran away with my daughters like they are prisoners of 
war! Why didn’t you tell me you were going? I would have made you a goodbye party with music, and like this, 
you didn’t even give me a chance to kiss my grandchildren goodbye! That wasn’t nice! 

“I would hurt you now, except that Hashem warned me to be careful what I say to you. But why did you run 
away like this? I knew you wanted to go home many times, but I told you why you should stay — you got very 
rich in my house. And why did you steal my idols?”

Yaakov answered Lavan in order: “I was afraid to tell you I was going because maybe you would take away 
Rochel and Leah. And to take your idols?! If anyone did it, they will die. Go see who took them and take them 
back!” (Yaakov didn’t know that Rochel took them, but because he said this, that’s one of the reasons Rochel 
passed away early along the way.)

Lavan went first into Rochel’s tent, and then into Leah’s. Then he looked in Rochel’s tent again, but still didn’t 
find his idols. He looked in Bilhah and Zilpah’s tents, and then went back to Rochel’s tent again because he 
thought she might have taken them.

Really, Rochel had put the idols into the camel saddle (where you sit). She sat on them, so even though Lavan 
searched a lot, he didn’t find them. Rochel said sorry that she didn’t get off the camel, but she wasn’t feeling 
well.

Yaakov was angry with Lavan. “Why did you run after me? You didn’t find anything here that belongs to you! I 
never stole any animals from you when I was working for you, and if any animal got lost or hurt I paid for it! I 
worked all day and all night, in the hot sun and freezing cold, and couldn’t even sleep!

“I worked for you for 20 years — 7 years each for Rochel and Leah, and 6 years that I got paid for, and you 
kept changing your mind what I could get paid! If Hashem hadn’t helped me, you would have sent me away 
with no money at all! But Hashem saw I worked hard, and He told you last night to be careful what you say.”

TEHILLIM :: 60 - 65

Today’s kapitelach are Samach through Samach-Hey.

In Chodesh Kislev, we are supposed to learn something from each of the Rebbeim. So every day, we are taking a posuk 
of Tehillim and explaining it according to one of the Rebbeim!

In today’s Tehillim, Dovid Hamelech says how his neshama wants to be close to Hashem, “Tzoma Lecha 
Nafshi!” He says that it’s like a mashal of a person who is thirsty for water in a place where there is none.

The Rebbe explains that when a person is VERY thirsty and doesn’t have any water, when he finally gets the 
water it tastes so delicious to him, much better than any other water! 

The same thing is when the neshama feels like it’s not close to Hashem during Golus, and it’s really “thirsty” to 
feel close. Then, when it DOES learn Torah and do mitzvos and feel close to Hashem, it feels even better than 
ever!

That’s why Dovid Hamelech says in the next posuk, “Kein Bakodesh Chazisicha” — “If only I would see You 
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like this bakodesh,” when I feel holy and I don’t feel far away! When Moshiach comes, we will all be able to see 
Hashem — halevai we will feel just as good as when we feel Hashem after feeling “thirsty” in the time of Golus!

TANYA :: Kuntres Acharon Siman Daled

In Kuntres Acharon, the Alter Rebbe explains why he said certain things in Tanya, with a long pilpul. (We can see 
from here how exact everything in Tanya is, that the Alter Rebbe had a very long reason why he wrote something in 
a certain way!) In the Alter Rebbe’s Shulchan Aruch there is also a Kuntres Acharon, where he explains why he said 
certain things in Shulchan Aruch with a long pilpul! (A pilpul is questions and answers and proofs, like in Gemara.)

Siman Daled of Kuntres Acharon is a long pilpul which includes an explanation of why doing a mitzvah or 
learning halachos of a mitzvah is greater than kavana and feeling close to Hashem.

The Alter Rebbe said that the halachos are special because they come from the Chochmah of Hashem. Today, 
the Alter Rebbe asks a question: Isn’t kavana and ruchniyus ALSO from Chochmah?

The answer is that yes, of course they are! But there are different levels of Chochmah, and different ways it is 
expressed.

The Alter Rebbe explains it with deep Chassidus that can be hard to understand without learning for a long time! For 
example, you need to know about the four Olamos, about the seven Sefiros, about the five levels of the Neshama, and 
how neshamos are different than malochim!

Here is one thing you will need to know for when you are ready to learn it: Nefesh, Ruach and Neshama are levels of 
the Neshama, but they are ALSO names for different levels in the Ruchnius Olamos.

HAYOM YOM :: Yud-Alef Kislev

In today’s Hayom Yom, the Rebbe shows us some corrections in the “Siddur Im Dach”.

“Siddur Im Dach” means “the siddur with Chassidus.” (Dach is Roshei Teivos for the words Divrei Elokim Chaim, the 
words of the living Aibershter, which refers to Torah in general and specifically to Chassidus.) Together with the words 
of davening, it has maamarim of the Alter Rebbe, which were written down by the Mitteler Rebbe. In many places, 
there is so much Chassidus that only a few words of davening fit on each page! 

The siddur was published right after the Alter Rebbe’s histalkus, in the beginning of the Mitteler Rebbe’s nesius. The 
Siddur Im Dach was the first sefer of Chabad Chassidus published after the Tanya! 

SEFER HAMITZVOS :: Shiur #216 - Mitzvas Asei #104

Today’s mitzvah (Mitzvas Asei #104) is that a man who has a certain kind of tumah that comes from the body 
which is called Zav, becomes Tomei. This mitzvah includes all of the dinim of how he becomes a Zav and also 
how he makes others tomei.

RAMBAM :: Hilchos Metamei Mishkav U'Moshav 

In today’s Rambam, we learn more about the kind of people who have a body Tumah, how they make other things 
Tomei, and who is trusted to be careful with this tumah:

Perek Yud: We learn about who we say is PROBABLY tomei, and who is PROBABLY Tahor: A Yid who doesn’t 
know so much Torah (an Am Ha’aretz) is probably Tomei, since he probably didn’t know all of the halachos, and 
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might not have realized that he became tomei. But if a person wants to, he can become a “Chaver” — a person 
who is careful about staying tahor.

Perek Yud-Alef: There are some times when we trust an Am Ha’aretz, and believe him when he says that 
something is Tahor.

During the Shalosh Regalim, we say that EVERY Yid is like a Chaver! Everyone becomes tahor to go to the Beis 
Hamikdash, so we trust them that they and the things that they touched are tahor! 

Perek Yud-Beis: The Rambam tells us the halachos of what happens if an Am Ha’aretz watches something 
tahor for another person — do we say that those things probably became tomei?

RAMBAM— PEREK ECHAD :: Hilchos Ishus - Perek Yud

Today we start learning about getting married with Nisuin. There are 7 brachos we say for the Nisuin — six 
about getting married, and Borei Peri Hagafen over a cup of wine.

We also learn about the Kesubah, the Sheva Brachos, and when we are supposed to get married — like not 
getting married on Shabbos or Chol Hamoed.

INYANA D'YOMA :: Ahavas Yisroel

A bochur once came to the Rebbe in Yechidus and asked for an eitza to have Ahavas Yisroel. The Rebbe told him to 
learn the sichos of the Frierdiker Rebbe. 

Here is part of one of the Frierdiker Rebbe’s sichos:

Chassidim used to say to each other, “In this piece of bread that Hashem gave me, there is a piece that belongs 
to you or another Yid. If I take it, it is stealing!”

There was a certain chossid that showed this by how he acted. This Chossid was a big Talmid Chochom — he 
knew the entire Gemara, with Rashi and Tosfos, by heart! His work was to do business in many faraway 
villages, and wherever he traveled, he was able to learn without having any seforim!

If his business went better than he expected and he made more money than usual, he would say that a letter 
from the Rebbe, asking for tzedakah, had come to his house! Or maybe there was a meshulach now in his town! 
This extra money must belong to them.

By these Chassidim, this is how they lived. Hashem gives something to me in order to help another Yid — and 
that is Ahavas Yisroel.

Sefer Hasichos Tof-Reish-Tzadik-Tes p. 338

TEFILLAH :: Lecha Dodi

In davening on Friday night, we sing the special niggun of Lecha Dodi.

Lecha Dodi was written by a mekubal, R’ Shlomo Halevi Alkabetz. He was also the brother-in-law and talmid 
of the great mekubal R’ Moshe Kordovero, the Ramak. (R’ Shlomo Halevi hinted to his name in this famous 
tefillah — can you find it?)

The chorus of Lecha Dodi says that we are going out to welcome Shabbos, the kallah.
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Why do we call Shabbos a kallah?

The Medrash says that when Hashem was creating the world, Shabbos had a complaint! All of the days have 
partners, like a Chosson and Kallah — Yom Rishon has Yom Sheini, Yom Shlishi has Yom Revi’i, and Yom Chamishi 
has Yom Shishi. But Shabbos is all alone!

Hashem told Shabbos that the Yidden will be its partner, its chosson!

At Har Sinai, Hashem reminded us about this: “Zachor Es Yom HaShabbos Lekadsho” — remember that Shabbos 
is your partner, you need to be mekadesh it, like a man is mekadesh his wife.

That is also the reason why some Yidden have the minhag to say Shir Hashirim before Shabbos, since Shir 
Hashirim speaks about Hashem and the Yidden with a mashal of a chosson and kallah.

See My Prayer by Rabbi Nissan Mindel

HALACHOS HATZRICHOS :: Tzedakah Before Licht Bentchen

It is a minhag to give tzedakah before we light Shabbos candles.

Why?

Licht bentchen is a special time when Hashem listens to the tefillos of the women and girls who are lighting 
Shabbos candles. We give tzedakah before to bring even more bracha in all the things we ask.

See Igros Kodesh vol. 14, p. 529

GEULAH U'MOSHIACH :: Shlichus

In a sicha, the Rebbe explains why our dor is the last dor of Golus and will be the first dor of Geulah!

Since the very beginning of the world, we have been waiting for Moshiach. Many great tzadikim from 
generations before us waited for and davened for Moshiach to come in their times.

So what is so special about OUR dor, that the Geulah is only going to come in OUR times?

The Chachomim say that Hashem sends the Yidden in Golus to find the sparks of kedusha hiding in the world 
and take them out of their hiding places so they can go up to Hashem. This makes all of these places holy and 
ready for the Geulah!

In the times of the Beis Hamikdash, Yidden lived only in Eretz Yisroel and in the countries right near it. 
Afterwards, they spread to other parts of the world, but mainly in Europe, on the same side of the world as 
Eretz Yisroel.

But nowadays, Yidden are living EVERYWHERE, all over the world!

And not only are they living there, but shluchim are going to live there too. They help the Yidden in all of these 
places to do mitzvos, finding the sparks of kedusha hiding in those places. They build mosdos in all of these places, 
making them holy places of Torah and mitzvos. This finishes the job of Golus, taking care of the kedusha hiding 
everywhere in the world. Since in our generation we are getting the sparks of kedusha from WHEREVER they are 
in the world, in a way there never was before, it is OUR dor that will be the dor of the Geulah!
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See Sicha Parshas Vayeishev Nun-Beis, 174 ff.
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